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The following industry and Cornell Real Estate Council leaders provide guidance and 
support for Cornell’s two-year Master of Professional Studies in Real Estate degree:
Advisory Board
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Real Estate Council
The Cornell Real Estate Council (CREC) is the largest university-based network 
of real estate professionals in the country, a sponsor of the Cornell Program in 
Real Estate, and open by invitation only to real estate industry leaders. Now 
entering its fourth decade, the CREC is dedicated to advancing real estate 
education and outreach, and is the founding sponsor of the Cornell Real Estate 
REview.
Cornell Real Estate Council members also play a vital part in ongoing real estate 
activities through the invitation to participate in symposia, deliver lectures, 
meet with students to offer industry perspectives, meet with prospective real 
estate students, serve as a job network for summer and permanent positions, 
and more. Members, who span a range of fields within the industry, also serve 
Cornell University as a source of expertise in many areas of interest such as 
investment advice for endowment, planning and property development, 
student housing, and more. The CREC also sponsors the Annual Cornell Real 
Estate Conference. 
Membership
Consider joining the more than 1400 members in the Cornell Real Estate 
Council and become part of the foremost university-based network of real 
estate industry leaders. Membership entitles you to privileged invitations & 
subscriptions, supports Council events, and strengthens the Council’s network 
and outreach activities. To learn more or to request an invitation visit: www.
realestate.cornell.edu/council.html
The ‘Student Collaboration Initiative’, now in its fourth year, 
facilitates the professional development of real estate students at 
Cornell through active collaboration with real estate professionals.  
The Initiative provides students the opportunity to research current 
issues in the real estate industry with the guidance of an industry 
professional.  Research findings are typically published on the 
Program in Real Estate’s website and in the Cornell Real Estate 
REview.  The initiative represents a unique mentoring arrangement 
where, by directing and assisting a real estate student at Cornell, you 
will be able to partake in an academic pursuit where time and work 
pressure may not ordinarily allow.  It also provides the opportunity 
for alumni to renew connections with Cornell University and fellow 
alumni.  The development of collaborative papers involves pairing 
students with members of the Cornell Real Estate Council (or other 
industry professionals) in a field of mutual interest.  Typically, 
students initially contact industry professionals who have expressed 
a willingness to participate and to seek the professional’s cooperation 
in collaborating on a paper. Real estate professionals who are 
interested are encouraged to contact the Director of the Program in 
Real Estate who will then notify students of opportunities to work 
with interested industry participants.
Student Collaboration
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Past Student Collaborations
2009 
Tyler Grooms 
(Cornell MPS/RE ’10) 
with John Hesse
“Galisteo Basin Preserve”
Josh Ladle 
(Cornell MPS/RE ’10) 
with Duane Stiller
“Retail Site Selection: 
An Innovative Model 
for Retail Development”
2007
Jessica Pitts 
(Cornell MPS/RE ’08) 
with Mychele Lord
“Existing Buildings: 
It’s Easier Than You Think 
to Green the Triple Bottom 
Line”
Richard Kennedy 
(Cornell MPS/RE ’07) 
with Richard Baker of 
National Realty & 
Development Corp
“Private Equity Goes Retail”
2009
Columbia University
Alexandre Weiss
Master of Real Estate Development
“CMBS: A Brief History”
2008
University of Florida
Patricia Roset-Zuppa
PhD. Candidate
“Curbing the Loss of Affordable Rental Housing in 
Florida: 
A Risk Assessment Approach”
The CRER staff would like to extend a gracious thank you to Westport Capital Partners, LLC and 
ING for their past and ongoing support for the REview and student publications.
2007
University of California at Berkeley
Kristin Perkins
Master of City & Regional Planning
“The Future of Limited Equity Cooperatives”
University of Pennsylvania
Janice Dornbush 
MBA Wharton School/MA Lauder Institute
“Japanese Real Estate: 
Does the Government Help or Hinder Development?”
Past Winners of Most Outstanding Articles by a Graduate Student
Call For Papers
A FORUM FOR FACULTY & PROFESSIONALS
TO EXPRESS RESEARCH, PRACTICE & NEW IDEAS
RELATED TO THE FIELD OF REAL ESTATE
REVIEW was founded as a forum for students, faculty, 
and practitioners in real estate to address issues of 
practical importance to the industry.
or communicate directly with the CRER editorial team:
crer@cornell.edu
Submittals are accepted on a rolling basis
Consider submitting your research, practice,
case study, or insight to the Cornell Real Estate Review (CRER)
Complete information on submission guidelines for all articles is at: 
www.crer.realestate.cornell.edu
REVIEW aims to provide a conduit for scholars and 
professional practitioners to express their ideas, concepts 
and research findings from all fields related to the real 
estate profession.
REVIEW focuses on the interdisciplinary nature of real 
estate by blending both informative practical papers with 
application-based academic research across the breadth 
of design, business, economics, engineering, finance, 
law, planning, development, marketing and property 
management diciplines.
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The Associate Real Estate Council (AREC) is the graduate level 
real estate club that brings together students in the Program in 
Real Estate, the Johnston Graduate School of Management, the 
School of Hotel Administration, and the College of Architecture, 
Art, and Planning.  AREC leverages the strengths and diversity 
of its member programs by bringing together the experiences and 
ideas of its members.  In order to develop and promote Cornell’s 
contact with the real estate Industry, AREC hosts guest lecturers, 
promotes student research and organizes trips to industry 
seminars, conference and current development projects.  
On March 5-6, 2009, in partnership 
with the Program in Real Estate, 
AREC hosted a real estate trek to 
New York City.  The trek included 
visits to the International Council 
of Shopping Centers, the United 
Nations, Merrill Lynch and an 
employer showcase.  The highlight 
of the trek however, was a tour 
of the 7 World Trade Center 
development and a presentation 
from the Silverstein Properties 
development team.  The event 
offered AREC members the 
opportunity to interact with 
industry leaders in a variety of real 
estate sectors.     
A
R
EC
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AREC is looking for future student field trip venues.  If you or your 
company could possibly host the AREC organization for a few hours 
to offer your particular industry insights,
please contact:
AREC Co-President Rob Clark 
rwc83@cornell.edu
AREC Student Choice Seminar Speaker
Sean Conlon, Chairman of Conlon & Co.
This April, the Cornell Associate Real Estate Council (AREC) hosted the Program 
was Real Estate Student’s Choice Seminar.  The 2009 Student Choice Industry Speaker 
is Mr. Sean Conlon, Chairman of Conlon & Co.  At 39 years of age, Mr. Conlon is 
a leading entrepreneur in the real estate industry with an amazing story. He was 
featured in Crain’s “40 under 40”; awarded Irish America’s Business 100 profile three 
years running; and presented at The Wharton School of Business on entrepreneurship 
and leadership.
Before immigrating to America in 1990, Mr. Conlon attended the College of 
Marketing and Design in Dublin and worked as a credit analyst for Middle East Bank 
in London.  Upon his arrival in America, Mr. Conlon found work as a janitor.  While 
working in various buildings within the city, he learned that there was an immense 
opportunity in real estate.
In 1993 he joined Koenig & Strey.  Within a few years Mr. Conlon became 
recognized as one of the leading sellers of residential real estate in the U.S.  Mr. 
Conlon set yearly sales records, nationally, among real estate agents that exceeded 
$170 million. 
Mr. Conlon applied the same energy that had propelled his sales career in his 
pursuit of acquiring prime locations and turning those opportunities into successful 
real estate ventures.  In January 2000, he formed Sussex & Reilly (“Sussex”), an 
Illinois- based real estate brokerage firm.  Today Sussex has over 300 employees and 
annual brokerage sales volume in excess of $1 billion. Mr. Conlon has subsequently 
sold Sussex.  Also in 2000, Mr. Conlon formed Conlon & Co, a Real Estate Merchant 
Bank to provide real estate consulting and financial services to clients within the 
many facets of the industry. 
In 2004 Mr. Conlon, in partnership with Mr. Dan Fowler, acquired Near North 
National Title (“Near North”), a national real estate title company handling over $5.5 
billion in real estate transactions annually across the U.S.  
In 2005 Mr. Conlon launched Connaught Real Estate Finance (“Connaught”) 
where he serves as Chairman.  He is a co-owner with approximately $100 million 
dollars under management.  Connaught provides mezzanine financing for large 
residential development projects throughout the United States.
Mr. Conlon is a director at Broadway Bank in Illinois and is co-owner of Van and 
Conlon, a Midwest vacation home development company.
In 2007 Mr. Conlon launched his newest business, Conlon & Co Ireland in his 
native country in association with Investor First, a Dublin based Real Estate & 
Development Company.  In early 2008, Conlon & Co Ireland has raised a Real Estate 
Opportunity Fund with an institutional Irish investor to invest $50 million in US real 
estate.
Mr. Conlon is a passionate fly fisher and loves to travel.  He splits his time 
between his home in Chicago and his ancient water mill that he maintains on an Irish 
riverbank.
AREC was honored to host Mr. Sean Conlon as the 2009 Cornell Program in Real 
Estate Student Choice Industry Speaker.
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